Neverland Treasure: Youth Art Exhibit

Arts Street youth artists enjoyed the accolades their work received at the
opening of “From the Pages of Peter Pan” at Next Stage Gallery on January
31! This marked the culmination of a project starting back in October with
both Colorado High School Charter students as well as afterschool interns
and mentees. A collaboration with CU Denver’s College of Art & Media,
over 20 youth, led by instructor Chelsea Romaniello, created multiple
sculptural vignettes inspired by the story of Peter Pan. Jeff Lambson, UCD
Director of Emmanuel Art Gallery and Next Stage Gallery developed the
collaboration, speaking to our young artists about careers in the creative
industries and inspiring to continue with their art into post-secondary
education. The exhibit has continued to receive lots of praise and
excitement throughout the entire month and will remain on display until
April 1.

Robotics
Arts Street piloted a creative robotics
academy in the fall 2019 and completed a
second robotics academy January-March of
2020. Youth in the academy were students at
Colorado High School Charter’s GES
campus. This credit recovery school has
few opportunities in electives for youth and
bringing a STEAM based program to the
students was a huge success.
Youth were introduced to a combination
of both STEAM based and traditional art
projects. Participants got the chance to build
their own robots from up-cycled materials
with new electronic parts and controllers.
They first constructed smaller creations that
showcased a simple movement or action and
then moved up to building larger robots in
a team for a “Battlebots” showdown. They
learned basic skills in electronics, kinetic
movement, soldering and use of innovative
materials. Working with the students from
CHSC, whose attendance and class
completion is lower than average, it was
gratifying to see the genuine excitement as
they faced off against each other to demonstrate
what they had learned and seeing who had the
best “Battlebot.” Having classmates who didn’t
participate in the project cheering them on, just
added to their pride and enthusiasm.

October 2019-March 2020

2020 Report
A year-long project with multiple components, Arts Street’s
EnvironMENTAL was designed as a means for youth to
gain valuable workplace skills, express themselves, and
inspire others in their communities to take action
regarding the environment through a creative lens. During
the pandemic there has been a rise in hopelessness,
anxiety and depression which has been compounded by
climate change and other environmental issues. Arts Street
designed a program with multiple creative projects to assist
youth in expressing themselves while decreasing their
anxiety and giving them a platform for their voices to be
The EnvironMENTAL project kicked off in Spring 2020 with
9 Arts Street interns piloting our Mask Project. This project
was designed as a way for youth to express how they felt
about a speciﬁc environmental issues. Utilizing only upcycled
cardboard, they were challenged to design an image and
statement that spoke about a local or global issue that most
concerned them.

Interns created masks made from upcycling cardboard that
represented an environmental issue they cared about.

Working with Denver photographer Juan Fuentes,
interns photographed the challenges and
solutions they saw taking place in their
neighborhoods.

The Arts Street youth created a thoughtful presentation on concerns they had regarding
environmental issues in their communities. It’s so important for us to listen to the voices of
our youth and support them in creating the change they want to see. I applaud their hard
work and commitment. — Denver City Councilman Christopher Herndon, District 8

In the summer of 2020, Arts Street expanded
EnvironMENTAL and worked with 23 teens in partnership
with DPS Career Connect. They used art as a vehicle for
exploring eco-racism, eco-anxiety, neighborhood impacts and
the power of art for expression and to create conversations
and change. Through this direct action, EnvironMENTAL
empowered youth in order to ease their eco-anxiety and
provide concrete steps to change their community’s future.
These amazing young people created a website,
artsstreetenviornmental.weebly.com, as a platform for
relevant projects as well as to inspire others to create change
in their own communities. Along with the website, they
created District Bios, focusing on their own neighborhoods
and the environmental issues and possible solutions for
those areas and presented them to Denver City Council
Members. They also developed Upcycled Products and
tutorials for the public to utilize and expressed their views on
environmental issues through words and visual arts. Visit the
website today to see all of this and more!

www.artsstreetenvironmental.weebly.com
I was so impressed
with the depth of
research and the
passion that these
students brought to
their work and their
presentation. They
reinvigorated me
around this work in
our neighborhoods,
and I was truly
inspired by their
engagement with
this project.
— Denver City
Councilman
Jolon Clark,
District 7

DO IT
by Vivvyan Barraza, Age 16,
Abraham Lincoln HS
The world is not what it
once was
Beautiful, green, untouched
What is it like now?
Dying, dark, polluted
Do it for you
Do it for the ones before us
Do it for everyone already
helping
It’s time to stop taking
advantage
It provided for us in many ways
How do we repay it?
Pollution of trash, air, people
Do it for the animals
Do it for the generations
to come
Do it for the future of this Earth
Interns created upcycled products using recycled materials. Visit the Upcycled Products on the
EnvironMENTAL website for tutorials to DIY their products. They also created art in a variety of
forms that expressed their thoughts and feelings around environmental issues.

Youth participating in the EnvironMENTAL project were given a survey, results included:
65% said their level of stress/anxiety related to climate change or other environmental problems in the world
decreased because of this program.
82% said they learned new coping skills/tools during this program
87% said they feel better about themselves because they helped others in this program
91% said they feel that they can make more of a difference because of this program
91% said they have more respect for young people of other cultures, races or ethnic groups because of this program

2020 Report
Sun Valley Recycled River
A team of young artists, ages 14 to 19, living in DHA Sun Valley public housing
worked with Arts Street@YEA in August 2020, to design, produce and implement
this large-scale public art installation. The purpose of this piece is to activate the
space between the DHA Sun Valley community garden and the walking/bike path
along the South Platte River. It provides vibrant seating for a space of relaxation
and reﬂection, while educating the public on water issues, especially in the Sun
Valley community.
Youth worked with professional artists learning about the process of design and
public art, as well as environmental issues and becoming an advocate for their
community. Made entirely from upcycled materials, youth primarily utilized plastic
waste to create a beautiful collage on the garden fence and painted the seating
areas to bring the area to life. During installation, feedback was immediate for
the artists as pedestrians and bicyclists on the South Platte pathway shouted their
thanks to the team for their work!
Throughout this project we hoped to achieve multiple goals. First, we hoped to
inspire our core team of youth to be more environmentally conscience in their
day-to-day lives, reducing their garbage, recycling and upcycling for
neighborhood beautiﬁcation. Second, by involving the community, we hoped to
spread these messages as well as get community input for the art in Sun Valley.
Third, we provided youth with a unique experience to work with materials that can
inspire environmental change while still producing beautiful and creative
installations. Finally, we hoped that this vibrant and exciting addition to the
neighborhood will provide a daily reminder to be conscience of an individual’s
environmental impact while activating a once barren and deserted space and
making the community proud of where they live.

Arts Street Sun Valley Youth Artists: Praislyn Andrew, Moriah
Damian, Jada King, Chyse Melton, Elsa Samuel, Elson Samuel,
Ty Scott, Tina Sharif, Dasia Tucson
Lead Artists: Anthony Garcia, Sr./Birdseed Collective &
Chelsea Romaniello/Arts Street

Partners
Anthony Garcia, Artist, Bird Seed Collective
Because of previous partnerships, we knew of Anthony’s community work in underserved neighborhoods
such as Sun Valley and Globeville, which are heavily impacted by negative environmental factors, as well
as his outstanding reputation as a public art artist. Anthony worked with our youth artists leading them in
design and creation. He also guided them on connecting with community members and inspired them with
his body of work.

Chelsea Romaniello, Artist and Program Manager, Arts Street@YEA
Local artist and Arts Street Program Manager, Chelsea developed the environmental educational component
and helped lead youth in how to work with communities and clients.

Shaina Burkett, Program Manager, Community Connections,
Denver Housing Authority (DHA), Sun Valley
Shaina Burkett was the lead for working with the community for DHA’s Sun Valley public housing
redevelopment. She assisted with securing permission for the art installations as well as provided community
connectors that helped engage neighbors in the project and promote the work as a whole.

Outcomes
I feel like the best part about doing a [public art
piece] in my neighborhood is I get to do
something to make it seem better, make it feel
better, give it a welcoming look and I feel like it
gives people something to look at and look
forward to....it brings more color and excitement
– Jada, age 15, Sun Valley Youth Artist

Before

•

Nine Sun Valley youth artists participated earning a total of $3,430
in stipends

•

Employed Denver Artist earning $6,000

•

Used only recycled materials – down to the wire which was stripped
from old electrical cables

•

600 DHA Sun Valley residents impacted by the art and utilizing space

•

Hundreds of walkers/bicyclists seeing art from South Platte River Trail

After

Epic Arts

Arts Street’s EPIC arts project was a collaboration with Schools in Denver, developed and facilitated by
RedLine Contemporary Art Center. Led by Arts Street instructor Chelsea Romaniello and
professional photographer Juan Fuentes, 20 youth utilized their phone cameras and created photos that
explored what the time of COVID 19 means to them. Youth artists then took these photos, digitally
manipulated them and added a written statement to complement their pieces. These powerful art expressions can be viewed virtually on the Redline website under exhibitions. Here are a few examples from the
project.
My name is Celecia Garcia. The pandemic has made me feel worse regarding my mental health. Before it had started I was going through a lot and
haven’t been able to properly deal with all of it. Right now, the most important things I miss are friends, family and the movies. This a photo of a
Polaroid I had jokingly taken. My sister had added the wording on it. To me
the Polaroid represents my depression. The puzzle pieces represent the good
that I have, including my family and the hobbies I have.

My name is Abby. The pandemic has made me feel lonely, isolated,
grateful and wishful. Right now, the most important things I miss
are my closest friends, being in touch with the outside world and
seeing other people (other than my family) smile. This is a photo of
my family and me playing a card game and having fun. To me it
represents that although most of us are isolated in our own homes,
it does not hurt to spend some time with your loved ones.
My name is Moriah Damian. The pandemic has made me feel very isolated,
experienced and just drained in general. I feel this way because I know I’m
living through something so terrible that it is definitely going to be a large piece
of history for many years. This is a photo of my three dogs: Tiny, Taz, and Rex.
To me it represents the desire they have. I chose to take this photo and make
it dimmer to express the tone and mood of the photo. I feel I can relate to this.
As much as I take my dogs out, I still desire to be out living my life, but in this
difficult time I know it’s just going to be a desire for now.

My name is Seng. Since this is my last year of high school, I had planned
to go to prom and school games and of course my graduation and make
the best memories with our teachers at school. But now that everything got
canceled it ruined what I worked hard for 4 years of my life. I can’t walk the
stage and get my diploma and I lost motivation for school. What I miss most
is hugging the teachers and being in school.

Your Vote Counts!
A team of Arts Street youth artists
created designs for a series of “Get out
the vote” posters. Youth were given carte
blanche to create their designs around
issues that are important to them and to
encourage others to vote.

Ai Huynh,
age 16

Bibiana Casillas,
age 16

“Too often, people
don’t realize the
power their vote
holds. Voting is
integral in
maintaining our
democracy and
creating change in
our communities.
Make your voice
heard and vote!”
- Emily, age 17

Alexzandar Austin, Emily Strand,
age 17
age 17

Abby Liang,
age 15

Selena Ramirez,
age 20

“Young voters account
for half of the voting
population, we hold a
lot of power and we
can very easily sway the
election, but our
generation doesn’t
always vote. That’s why
I think it is so important
for us as the future
leaders of this country
to vote because our
voices matter, we have
to be the change we
want to see.”
- Selena, age 20
To register to vote or to ﬁnd out more information on
where/how to vote, please go to www.sos.state.co.us/
pubs/elections/vote/VoterHomeMobile.htm

